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The Savior of the Gospel
Colossians 1:15-23
Introduction:

I. Christ and Creation – 1:15-17
A. He Is the Picture of God. - 15a  
“He is ﻿﻿the image of the invisible God,”
Question: How can He be the image (εἰκὼν) of an invisible God?
Answer: Image implies representation and manifestation. When man was created in the image of God, “image” referred to “holiness” and “righteousness.” These are not visible. Since the Son has become visible, He can show us what the invisible God is like.
John 1:14
“…and ﻿we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, ﻿﻿full of grace and truth.”
John 14:9
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
B. He Has Priority over Creation – 1:15b 
﻿


“the firstborn all creation.”
· “firstborn” (πρωτότοκος) refers to priority.
· “only begotten” (μονογενή) - Jn.3.16 refers to uniqueness.
See Hebrews 11:17 Isaac, Abraham’s only begotten son. Abraham had 7 other sons Genesis 25. Isaac was unique, by Sarah.
“begotten – γεννάω – Psalm 2:7 “today I have begotten you.”
Acts 13:33
“God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.’ (2:7)
Jesus is the firstborn in that He has priority over all creation.
C. He is the Provider of the Universe – 1:16 
“For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or ﻿﻿dominions or ﻿﻿principalities or ﻿﻿powers. All things were created ﻿﻿through Him (διʼ αὐτοῦ) and for Him.” (εἰς αὐτὸν)
“By Him - (ἐν αὐτῷ)” says that the Son is the creator of all things. (John 1:3﻿; Heb. 1.2)

1. In the Heavens or on the Earth – 1:16a
When Paul says, “heaven and earth,” he shows that God is the God of the entire creation. There is nothing “out there” that is not under the control of God (including Isaac).
2. Visible or Invisible – 1:16b
This includes not just what you can see but what you cannot see as well. Even what we can’t see is under God’s control.
3. Angelic Realms – 1:16c
· Thrones
· Dominions

· Principalities
· Powers

This list of angelic beings is not exhaustive. The four do cover the angelic sphere in a general way.
Summary: All things were created through Him διʼ αὐτοῦ and for Him. εἰς αὐτὸν.
In Rom 11:36, after quoting Isaiah 40:13, which is obviously a reference to Jehovah, Paul says, “from Him and through Him and for Him are all things.”
So, all things, including the angels, have their origin by creation and by nothing higher. They are classified with all creation. They are in the same class with visible things, such as sticks and stones. 

D. He is the Preserver of the Universe – 1:17

“And He is before all things, and in Him ﻿﻿all things consist.”
But someone might say, “Maybe the creation will rebel or run out of power and things will change.” The answer is that the One Who created the universe still controls it. 
The word “consists” (συνέστηκεν) means that all things are held together.
II. Christ and the Church – 1:18-20
A. He is First in the Church – 1:18a
“And ﻿﻿He is the head of the body, the church -- the invisible or universal church.”
All believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit the moment they believe in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). This work of the Spirit began on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1:5; 2:1-2; 11:15-16).
So that is when the church began, “neither Jew nor Gentile” (Gal. 3:28), but a whole new creation of God (Eph. 2:15). 
The church is a “mystery . . . which was not made known to men in other generations” (Eph. 3:4-5; cf. Rom. 16:25-26; Col. 1:26). 

B. He is the Firstborn from the Dead – 1:18b
“the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

Jesus was the beginning (of all things Rev 1:8)
﻿﻿
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, ﻿﻿the 
Beginning and the End,” says the ﻿﻿Lord, ﻿﻿“who is and who was and who is to come, the ﻿﻿Almighty.” 

Here in Col.1, it means beginning of the resurrection. He is the first one ever resurrected who stayed alive. His resurrection marked the triumph over death.

Hebrews 2:14
“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He ﻿﻿Himself likewise took part of the same, ﻿﻿that through death He might destroy him who had the power of ﻿﻿death, that is, the devil, and release those who ﻿﻿through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”
I Corinthians 15:22
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall ﻿﻿be made alive. But ﻿﻿each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.”
C. He Is the Fullness of God – 1:19
“For it pleased the Father that ﻿﻿in Him all the fullness should dwell,” (see also Col. 2:9-10)
He is all that the Father is. This full and complete Deity is said to “dwell” (κατοικῆσαι) “abide lastingly or permanently” in Christ.
D. He is the Facilitator of the Cross – 1:20
“and ﻿﻿by Him to reconcile ﻿﻿all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, ﻿﻿having made peace through the blood of His cross.”
“He reconciled all things to Himself” - Obviously Paul does not mean that all will be saved. Only believers in Christ will be reconciled to God.
Note: It is man being reconciled to God, not the other way around.
The earth will be redeemed and restored to its intended use. Those human beings, who have not accepted the salvation, secured by Christ on the cross will be cast into the Lake of Fire. All of this is accomplished by the blood of the cross. This refers to the sacrificial death of Christ.
III. Christ and the Cross – 1:21-23
A. The Requirement of the Cross – 1:21a
“And you, ﻿﻿who once were alienated and enemies in your mind ﻿﻿by wicked works, 

Christ reconciles sinners, not righteous people. And no person is too sinful to receive it. And no person is too righteous to need it

B. The Remedy of the Cross – 1:21b – 22a
1. The Reconciliation –
“yet now He has ﻿﻿reconciled”
The atonement is taught this way in Scripture,
· Redemption: the sin-ward aspect – Matt. 20:28

· Reconciliation: the man-ward aspect- 2 Cor. 5

· Propitiation: the God-ward aspect - 1 John 2

2. The Means

﻿


“in the body of His flesh through death, Gnostics take notice: it is His body of flesh.”
C. The Reason for the Cross – 1:22b
“…to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.”
“holy, blameless and above reproach” can refer to the believer’s position before God or his being spiritually perfect condition. (Rom.8:1)
God envisions both for believers,

· holy and without blame before Him Eph. 1:4
· conformed to the image of Christ. Rom. 8:29
Here, Paul is speaking about the believer’s spiritual condition. This presentation is made at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Note: not everyone will be presented in this way. Not all believers are overcomers. See Revelation 2 and 3.
D. The Restriction Concerning the Cross – 1:23
“if indeed you continue ﻿﻿in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are ﻿﻿not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,”
The “if clause” is first class and indicates that Paul believes that the Colossians will be presented in this way. But that is his opinion and earnest hope. And it modifies “present” not “reconciled”

Note: Paul is not talking about their eternal salvation. He is talking about the presentation that we just talked about.

One does not have to live a perfect life to get into heaven. Remember John 3:16? They do need to continue in the faith grounded and steadfast and not moved away from the hope of the Gospel in order to be presented in this way. They do not have to do that in order to be reconciled to God. 
Paul ends this section by saying that that Gospel was “preached to every creature under heaven.” That obviously had not happened literally.
So how did he mean that?

Some say he has exaggerated to make the point that the Gospel had gone a long way. 

Others say that he meant that the Gospel had gone to all without distinction; not all without exception.
Conclusion:
